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When Jesus was born among us, he came as a helpless baby des6ned to bring 
joy, peace and salva6on to his people. This child, God’s Word made flesh — 
fully human and fully God — became one of us. One with us. One among us. 
In all of our vulnerabili6es, struggles and triumphs, Jesus became one of us — 
leading us, knowing us, connec6ng us to himself and to each other, and 
offering us his giF of eternal life.  

The perfect giF.  

Through the Christmas Joy Offering, we reflect God’s perfect giF to us, with 
generous support of church leaders among us — past, present and future — 
who have pointed us to God. We honor and celebrate leaders like re6red 
pastors, church workers and their families who have faithfully guided and led 
us but who now find themselves in cri6cal financial need. We honor and 
celebrate emerging leaders like students in schools and colleges equipping 
communi6es of color, who develop leadership skills as they pursue their 
educa6on and prepare to bring their giFs in service to the world God loves so 
much. 

Jesus’ example as a child born to be among us and lead us to eternal life 
provides a paKern for us to follow as we celebrate those (cont’d on Page 8)  
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PRAYERS & CONCERNS: 

Georganne and Fred    Dolores & Dave    Bruce             
June     Geraldine    Harry 
Bernadette    Sue B.    Dan 
Pat     Nelda    Randy 
Carol    Gary    Michael S. 
Liz and Eric   Melva    Joan H.     
Gerta    Diane    Alex       
Anna     Marilyn T.   Elaine B.     
Brooke    Jenny 
              
Please pray for the family of: 
Keith Ritzer

SESSION SNIPPETS

From the November  2022 Session Meeting:   
Action/Discussion Items: 
•Approved the minutes of the October 5 session meeting 
•Agreed to pass the donation request letter from the Roxbury Library to the Deacons 
•Motion approved to receive Jennifer and Benjamin Babus into membership through 

reaffirmation of faith 
•Finance report was received, discussed and approved 
•Discussion on how to distribute the Greetin Gift of $25,000. The following was approved: 

$2,500 to Mission Committee, $3,082 for Per Capita, $1,200 for Pastor’s Continuing 
Education Fund, $4,800 Mission Pledge, $3,400 to Building Fund for furnace repairs, 
$1,790 added to the Building Roof Fund, $3,228 added to the Grob Endowment Fund and 
$5,000 to the General Fund 

•Discussion on how to distribute an undesignated $2,000 gift to the church from Juanita Koch’s estate.  It was 
approved to put the money towards the dishwasher 

•Discussed and approved renewal of the snow removal contract with Mountain Landscape Contractors

Maintaining an older building can be costly.  This fall, we had our furnace tuned and there were 
several items that needed attention.  The repair costs are:  $3,400.00.  If you would like to make a 
contribution to the Building Fund to help offset these costs, it would be greatly appreciated.  

Sincerely, the Session of FPCS 

BUILDING REPAIRS
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DECEMBER 
LECTIONARY 
December 4 
Second Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 11:1–10 Psalm 72:1–
7, 18–19 Romans 15:4–13 
Matthew 3:1–12  

December 11  
Third Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 35:1–10 Psalm 
146:5–10 or Luke 1:46–55 
James 5:7–10 Matthew 
11:2–11  

December 18 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 7:10–16 Psalm 80:1–
7, 17–19 Romans 1:1–7 
Matthew 1:18–25  

December 24 
Nativity of the Lord / 
Christmas Eve 
Isaiah 9:2–7 Psalm 96 Titus 
2:11–14 Luke 2:1–14 [15–
20]  

December 25 
Nativity of the Lord /
Christmas Day 
Christmas Dawn Isaiah 
62:6–12 Psalm 97 Titus 3:4–
7 Luke 2:[1–7] 8–20 
Christmas Day Isaiah 52:7–
10 Psalm 98 Hebrews 1:1–4 
[5–12] John 1:1–14

HAVE YOURSELF A THRIFTY LITTLE CHRISTMAS!  
Saturday, December 3rd, 11am–3pm (during Home for the Holidays) 
Sunday, December 4th, 11am–12pm (following worship)  

It’s our second annual Christmas décor sale, held in Fellowship Hall! A wide 
selec6on of gently-used holiday and Christmas items including wreathes, 
ornaments, candles, garland, even a tree or two! Prices to fit anyone’s budget. 
Checks, credit cards and cash accepted. All dona6ons will benefit the 
community mission outreach of the First Presbyterian Church of Succasunna.  
     

         Re-purpose, recycle, re-use! First Presbyterian Church of Succasunna is an Earth Care Congrega6on. 

Holiday
Décor

SATURDAY 
DECEMBER 3RD

Our church will be having a Bake Sale table to make some money. 
If you can help by baking your delicious goodies for us to sell would 
be fantastic!   

If you are able to help that day to “man” the tables or serve drinks in 
the kitchen, please contact Sue Anderson at 973 584-3816 or email at 
sueanderson14@verizon.net.

Christmas will be here soon 
and Home for the Holidays 
is Saturday, December 3rd. 

Come Sing for 
Christmas˝

Do you love Christmas music?  Come join with the choir in singing this year!   

Rehearsals will be held on Thursday evenings, 8 – 9:15 PM in the sanctuary 
on Dec. 1, 8, 15 and 22 and we will sing for the Candlelight Service on Dec. 
24 at 10 PM.  If you cannot make a commitment year-round, this is a fun 
way to become an ac6ve part of our Christmas celebra6on.   

For more informa6on, see Jane Rufino or contact her at 973-727-8397 or 
jrufino@optonline.net.

mailto:sueanderson14@verizon.net
mailto:jrufino@optonline.net
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Journey Circle is meeting on Monday, December 12th at 7:00 pm in the Chapel to continue 
our discussion of Experiencing Contagious Joy. This month's discussion will be led by Dana 
Dyrness Haughey (skidana@optonline.net) as we continue to learn how joy is a birthright 
of every believer. We hope to see you then!

Journey  
Circle

Women’s

Ministry

ROX B U RY  S O C I A L  S E RV I C E S
Milk and Eggs to Feed Hungry Families  
Wednesdays, December 14, 28 and January 11, 25   
Help Roxbury Social Services Feed Families in our Community!   

We are making regular dona6ons of milk and eggs to Roxbury Social Services to help families who con6nue to 
struggle in our community. As you can imagine, with the increased cost for food the demand for these basic 
food items is on the rise. Please consider joining this important mission to help feed hungry families in our 
community.  

Here’s how it works: Simply pick-up an extra dozen eggs and ½ gallon of milk when you are grocery shopping. 
Put your dona6ons in the refrigerator at church on Sunday morning or no later than Tuesday for our 
Wednesday delivery. You may also make a monetary dona6on to the church towards the purchase of milk and 
eggs by placing it in a Roxbury Social Service envelope (in the narthex), or by indica6ng Roxbury Social Services 
in the memo line on your check.  Thank you!

The  Annual   
G iv ing  Tree 

A Christmas tree with tags of needed toys and books will be placed in the 
Narthex in early November. The toys will be collected on Sunday, 
December 4th at the Toy March during worship.


If you are unable to make it to church on Sunday but would like to 
participate you can either drop off a toy/book of your choosing or send a  


  check to the church, made out to FPCS and in the memo put “Toy March”.


The toys will be going to Child and Family Resources in Mt. Arlington, an agency that serves 
families who are low income by providing financial assistance for the child care needs of their 
child. 

mailto:skidana@optonline.net
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Christmas Flowers 

We will be ordering poinsejas to decorate the sanctuary for Christmas from Lakeland Florist.  If you wish to 
order plants, please use this form  and drop it in the offering plate or Church Office.  You may also mail it to: 
First Presbyterian Church of Succasunna, 99 Main St, Succasunna, NJ 07876.  Please make your check out 
to:  FPC Succasunna and write FLOWERS on the memo line.  The cost of each plant is listed below.  The last 
day to order plants is  December 5.   You may pick up your plant(s) to enjoy at home any 6me aFer the 10:00 
PM Candlelight  service on Christmas Eve. 

Please print Clearly!!! 

Number of   6 in. poinsejas    ($15 ea.) ________     Number of 4 ½ in. poinsejas  ($10 ea.) ________     

Total enclosed ___________ 

In Memory of _________________________________________________________ 

In Honor of   _________________________________________________________ 

From   _________________________________________________________ 

Telephone   _________________________________________________________ 

E-mail   _________________________________________________________

There are a lot of  THANK YOUS given out in this report, and rightly deserved. 

The Deacons and Missions’ Spaghetti Luncheon was attended by 30 people. There were many conversations about 
family and the friendships made along the way and the pride of being a member of our church. Thanks to all who 
attended and those who helped put the event together. 

A blood drive was held on November 6, 2022; 50 units of blood were donated. Many thanks to all who donated and to 
everyone who made soup or were there to help the donors after they donated. Many of the donors said this is their 
favorite time to donate because they got a nice hot cup of delicious soup afterwards. Next event will be held on March 
5, 2023. 

The Thanksgiving collection is going to be another successful drive, as of this writing many items have been donated 
and more is expected. Thanks to all that donated and those that have made time to deliver them. 

A list of the organizations supported by the end of the year giving are: 
Deacons matched the Mission donation to Pastor Williams of the Bethel AME - $150.00 
Faith Kitchen - $750.00; Family Promise - $1,000.00; Homeless Solutions - $500.00 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance - $250.00; Jersey Battered Women - $200.00 
Cholangiocarcinoma - $500.00; Roxbury Social Services - $1,500.00 

May your Christmas be blessed with good health, family, friends and people we haven't even met yet.

DEACONS DOINGS
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CHRISTMAS 
ALTERNATIVE 
GIFT MARKET

CHRISTMAS 
ALTERNATIVE 
GIFT MARKET

Do you have someone on your list that is difficult to buy for, or has everything? Why not give a giM 
that makes a difference? It’s as easy as 1,2,3!  

1. Use this sheet to indicate which organiza6on(s) you wish to make a dona6on(s).  
2. Submit a check made out to FPCS. Be sure to add Alt GiF in the memo line.  
3. Mail or leave your check and form in the church office no later than December 19.* 

GiF dona6on cards are available by request. Any ques6ons, please contact Kathy Ritchey at 
kritchey@optonline.net. 

*The Mission Commi?ee will be available at Home for the Holidays on December 4 and aEer worship on 
December 5 to receive your donaHons by credit card. 

mailto:kritchey@optonline.net
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JANUARY 
LECTIONARY 

January 1 
First Reading Isaiah 63:7-9 
Psalm 148 
Second Reading Hebrews 
2:10-18 
Gospel Matthew 2:13-23 

January 8 
First Reading Isaiah 42:1-9 
Psalm 29 
Second Reading Acts 
10:34-43 
Gospel Matthew 3:13-17 

January 15 
First Reading Isaiah 49:1-7 
Psalm 40:1-11 
Second Reading 1 
Corinthians 1:1-9 
Gospel John 1:29-42 

January 22 
First Reading Isaiah 9:1-4 
Psalm 27:1, 4-9 
Second Reading 1 
Corinthians 1:10-18 
Gospel Matthew 4:12-23 

January 29 
First Reading Micah 6:1-8 
Psalm 15 
Second Reading 1 
Corinthians 1:18-31 
Gospel Matthew 5:1-12

SOUPER BOWL 2023 

Souper Bowl Sunday is February 6. Make your non-perishable food and/or monetary dona6on in 
honor of your favorite team and we’ll determine the 2023 Souper Bowl winner!  More to come!

After Christmas Fun 
January 9th, 7pm  

The women of the church are 
invited to “Catch Your Breath 
After Christmas” at Jean Acken's 

home on Monday, January 9 at 7:00 pm. Bring a wrapped 
"white elephant" gift for exchange and holiday stories to 
share. To RSVP and ask questions, email 
jeanacken@aol.com.

Church Clean-Up Day 
Saturday, January 7th 
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  

We’re starting out the New Year by 
cleaning-up, sorting out and organizing 
various storage areas in the church. Our 

first project will be the Fellowship Hall closet and the 
kitchen.

The Journey Circle study group is leading the way and 
looking for as many hardworking helpers as possible to join 
us! For more information please contact Kathy Ritchey or 
Kim Gedicke.

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/revised-common-lectionary/2023/1/1/#rcl-first-reading
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/revised-common-lectionary/2023/1/1/#rcl-psalm
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/revised-common-lectionary/2023/1/1/#rcl-second-reading
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/revised-common-lectionary/2023/1/1/#rcl-second-reading
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/revised-common-lectionary/2023/1/1/#rcl-gospel
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/revised-common-lectionary/2023/1/8/#rcl-first-reading
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/revised-common-lectionary/2023/1/8/#rcl-psalm
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/revised-common-lectionary/2023/1/8/#rcl-second-reading
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/revised-common-lectionary/2023/1/8/#rcl-second-reading
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/revised-common-lectionary/2023/1/8/#rcl-gospel
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/revised-common-lectionary/2023/1/15/#rcl-first-reading
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/revised-common-lectionary/2023/1/15/#rcl-psalm
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/revised-common-lectionary/2023/1/15/#rcl-second-reading
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/revised-common-lectionary/2023/1/15/#rcl-second-reading
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/revised-common-lectionary/2023/1/15/#rcl-gospel
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/revised-common-lectionary/2023/1/22/#rcl-first-reading
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/revised-common-lectionary/2023/1/22/#rcl-psalm
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/revised-common-lectionary/2023/1/22/#rcl-second-reading
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/revised-common-lectionary/2023/1/22/#rcl-second-reading
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/revised-common-lectionary/2023/1/22/#rcl-gospel
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/revised-common-lectionary/2023/1/29/#rcl-first-reading
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/revised-common-lectionary/2023/1/29/#rcl-psalm
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/revised-common-lectionary/2023/1/29/#rcl-second-reading
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/revised-common-lectionary/2023/1/29/#rcl-second-reading
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/revised-common-lectionary/2023/1/29/#rcl-gospel
mailto:jeanacken@aol.com
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THE PERFECT GIFT  (Con6nued from Page 1) 

who have led us in the past, and will lead us into the future. Through the Christmas Joy Offering, we come 
together to support past, present and future leaders, embodying God’s perfect giF to us, Jesus Christ. 

Your giMs to the Christmas Joy Offering at work:  

SupporYng our past, present and future leaders 
❖ $1.1 million of giFs from 2021 are being used to provide cri6cal financial support and grants for 

current and re6red Presbyterian church workers in their 6mes of need. 
❖ Income supplements from the Board of Pensions (BOP) helped nearly 278 individual recipients, 

re6red church workers and surviving spouses with the means to provide for themselves.  
❖ Housing supplements from the BOP helped more than 227 individual recipients remain in their 

homes, afford assisted living, or long-term care.  
❖ Emergency Assistance Grants from the BOP helped more than 246 individual recipients facing 

6mes of great financial need or uncertainty due to unforeseen circumstances.  

Preparing the way for future leaders  
❖ $1.1 million of giFs from 2020 are being used to provide educa6on and leadership development 

skills at Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping communi6es of color.  
❖ Many of the students aKending Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping communi6es 

of color are the first in their families to enroll in higher educa6on. 

We will receive the Christmas Joy Offering on Sunday, December 18. Please give what you can to the 
Christmas Joy Offering.  For if we all do a liKle, it adds up to a lot.  

For more informa6on on the Christmas Joy Offering visit:  hKps://specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/
christmas-joy/

11/27  1st Sunday of Advent 
9 am Sunday School  
10 am Worship, Chimes Choir  
11 am Hanging of the Greens  

12/3  Home for the Holidays 
11 am–3 pm Community-wide event on 
Main Street. Holiday Crafts, Décor, and 
Bake Sale @FPC  

12/4  2nd Sunday of Advent  
9 am Sunday School  
10 am Worship, Toy March 

12/11  3rd Sunday of Advent  
9 am Sunday School, 
 Pageant Rehearsal 
10 am Worship 

12/18  4th Sunday of Advent  
9 am Sunday School,  
 Pageant Rehearsal 
10 am Worship, Children’s Pageant   

12/24  Christmas Eve  
 5 pm Family Service  

10 pm Candlelight Service  
12/25  Christmas Day  

10 am Worship, Carol Sing  
1/1/23  New Year’s Day 

10 am Worship

2022 Advent and Christmas

https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/christmas-joy/
https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/christmas-joy/
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I am proud to say that, while personally have been part of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Succasunna for more than 50 years, both the maternal and paternal sides of my family have been 
part of the Church for more than a century. My three siblings and I were all baptized and had our 
Holy Communion here, as did my sons, Sean and Scott. I was married here, in what was Reverend 
Demerest’s final officiation. I remember the comforting prayers of the congregation while my son 
Scott, a United States Marine, served in the forward infantry in both Iraq and Afghanistan, and 
then as part of the Department of State’s security contingent at the U.S. Embassy in Erbil, Iraq. 

Through the years, I remained an active participant in the Worship Committee, on Session, and on 
the Fundraising Committee that regularly reached out to church members and the local 
community with programs and events that sought inclusion. I particularly enjoyed creating the 
arrangements of church flowers that appeared every Sunday on the altar. But I hold two very 
emotional memories especially dear. 

First, I used to take my mother to Thursday Night Vespers. She was able to develop strong 
relationships with other Vesper congregants and I will be forever grateful that I was able to be part 
of that special time in her later years and share in my mother’s faith. 

The second memory involves my father, whom everyone called Red (although his red hair had 
long since turned a snowy white). We discovered that while we could locate the baptism records 
for both his three sisters, we could not locate his. So, we decided to conduct a baptism. And to 
make it special, we arranged to have the baptism performed at Thursday Night Vespers. So, at 91 
years old, Red underwent his baptism, which may very well be the oldest baptism on record at our 
church. 

That said, my fondest memory will be always the sense of family I enjoyed as part of an old-
fashioned, small-town church, steeped in tradition with a firm foundation of faith and mutual 
support. Even since moving to Florida about seven years ago, I have continued to receive blessings 
from church members, which I have found particularly comforting as I content with serious health 
issues. 

I am grateful for this opportunity to share my thoughts and memories. God bless you all. 

        ~ Sue Buldiger

S P E C I A L  M E M O R I E S
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Time Dated Material 

Published Monthly 

Address Service 
Requested

“We have problems to address. And so did the Holy Family that night. An 
oppressive regime had demanded everyone upend their lives and hightail 
it to their home towns to register for the census–for tax purposes, likely. 
Mary was on the verge of giving birth and the AirBnB app just wasn’t an 
op6on. Whether they got to town late or for some other reason, they had 
a housing problem that night.  

The Innkeeper is a figure of our imagina6ons. Not referenced in the 
sacred texts, we assume that since Luke said there was an “inn,” then 
there must have been an “innkeeper.” OFen our stories cast him in a 
nega6ve light, someone who banished a pregnant woman to where the 
animals were kept. But what if, since we are engaging our imagina6ons 
anyway, what if he was truly an entrepreneur? Someone who saw a 
problem and thought, literally, “outside the box” to solve the problem of 
where Mary could have her child? Instead of thinking “there’s nowhere,” 
he said to himself first, “there has to be somewhere.”

Advent Series:   
The Inn - Housing the Holy  

(Worship Design Studio, created by Marcia 
McFee)
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