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hank you to everyone that has given to and supported the ministry and
worship of FPCS. It is hard to believe that summer will soon be here and that
we will be halfway through the year. As we look at the first third of the year,
we have a lot to celebrate. Your pledge, your plate, your offering makes a difference.
Without it, we would not be able to Partner with our Community in the ways that we
do.
From January to April: we have received 107% of what has been pledged to the
church = $32,132 and we have received 134% of what we estimated for non-pledged
giving (plate) for = $6,250
Even though we are above our estimated budget on giving, we do depend on
additional giving to meet our expenses. As of the end of March: our income was:
$39,189 and our expenses were: $40,125. Which gives us a deficit of $936.00
Roxbury Social Services:
Souper Bowl of Caring: drive-by food drive. We were overwhelmed with food and
other much needed items for our local food pantry.
Milk and eggs: 96 dozen eggs and 96 gallon or half gallons of milk donated. (JanApril)
Items are continually collected and delivered to the food pantry. Gift cards are also
given.
Roxbury Day Care:
Provided space for 30 students on a
daily basis during this challenging
pandemic. What was supposed to be a
before and after school program
became a full day virtual learning
center.
This has been such an
important partnership as so many
(Continued on Page 7)

Please prayerfully
discern the ways in which
you can support God’s
purpose for us, here in
this place.
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LECTIONARY
June 6
2nd Sunday after Pentecost
1 Sam. 8:4-11 (12-15)
16-20 (11:14-15) and Ps.
138;
Gen. 3:8-15 and Ps. 130;
2 Cor. 4:13-5:1; Mark 3:20-35
June 13
3rd Sunday after Pentecost
1 Sam. 15:34-16:13 and Ps.
20;
Ezek. 17:22-24 and Ps.
92:1-4, 12-15;
2 Cor. 5:6-10 (11-13) 14-17;
Mark 4:26-34
June 20
4th Sunday after Pentecost
1 Sam. 17: (1a, 4-11,19-23)
32-49 and Ps. 9:9-20; or
1 Sam. 17:57-18:5, 10-16
and Ps. 133;
Job 38:1-11 and Ps. 107:1-3,
23-32; 2 Cor. 6:1-13;
Mark 4:35-41

Come bid Bill & Ruthann Wilkins and Dave & Linda Fleischer
farewell on June 6th following church service.
Join us for sandwiches and cake as we gather to wish these
two families all the best. Please let Janet Melvin know if you
plan on attending.

DEACONS DOINGS
Join us in celebrating the Dads and Grads on Sunday,
June 20th in Fellowship Hall, or outside if it’s nice.
Cake and a fruit bowl will be served.

June 27
5th Sunday after Pentecost
2 Sam. 1:1, 17-27 and Ps.
130; Lam. 3:22-33
and Ps. 30; 2 Cor. 8:7-15;
Mark 5:21-43
Wouldn’t it be nice to get out and hear some nice music? The Roxbury Arts Alliance has some concerts
available outside at the bandshell at Horseshoe Lake near the pavilion. You bring your own chair or blanket and enjoy
the good music. Any money raised is used for scholarships for Roxbury High School seniors.
June 2, 2021 at 7pm--Rhonda Denet and the Silver Fox Trio—mostly Motown music. Tickets are $15.00 for nonmembers and $10.00 for RAA members.
Free Summer Concert Series….Thursdays at 7pm:
July 15—The Psychedelicats
July 22---Due South
July 29---Davey & the Waverunners
Aug. 5---The Symphonics
Check out the Roxbury Arts Alliance website for the kind of music and future concerts at www.roxburyartsalliance.org.
Enjoy some summer evenings while relaxing, listening to wonderful music! If you have any questions, you can call Sue
Anderson at 973-584-3816.
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Georganne and Fred
June
Jim
Ellen
Christina
Sheila
Sandy
Eva
Harry

Dolores and Dave
Nina
Joan
Nicole
Bernadette
Marie
Kent
Omar

Sue
Geraldine
Phyllis
Brian
Walter
Linda
Jan
Katie

Please pray for the families of:
Stevan Gonzales and Judy Wycker.

SESSION SNIPPETS:
Pastor’s Report
• No funerals, weddings, or baptisms to report.

Clerk’s Report:
• Membership: 165

Action/Discussion Items:
• Approved: minutes of the March session meeting.
• Committee reports were received.
• Brodie Haughey presented his boy scout Eagle project idea to the session. He proposes replacing the portable
message sign with a permanent structure, plus landscaping around the new permanent sign. (The current
portable sign will be kept, and will be used on occasions where extra signage is needed.)
- Approved: Brodie can move forward with his project, Session likes this idea!
• Approved: move $1,600 of RDC funds to the Cemetery Committee to help offset snow removal.
• Approved: Mission staycation week will be June 27th – July 1st.
• Cemetery Report: repairs to Cemetery Of ce/Workshop building is pending response from insurance
company. Committee is still considering other repairs and improvements.
Finance Committee:
• Finance report was received.
• Approved: $500 from Anaya Flower Fund will be used for beauti cation of gardens around the church –
owers, mulch, etc.
• Counting will be either the 1st & 4th Sundays, or 1st, 3rd, 5th Sundays, depending on # of Sundays in a month.
Old Business:
• Boy Scout troop 163 equipment and trailer –
- Succasunna cub scout pack 54 is taking the trailer.
- Equipment in shed - remaining items are being donated to Camp Johnsonburg.
• Presbytery meeting report of March - meeting report was provided by Linda.
• Kathy attended the spring Presbytery-wide PW retreat.
New Business
• The next Presbytery meeting is May 11th, 7:00 pm.
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PRAYERS & CONCERNS:

Legac Givin
I

n a previous Open Door, I mentioned the ease with which one can setup Legacy Giving to their
church via a “designated beneficiary” on their IRA, 401K, or Life Insurance policy. Most
financial institutions let you do this online, without changing your Will or paying a lawyer.
However, I cautioned against “splitting” an asset between a charity and a person - for example, you
shouldn’t specify “90% to my spouse and 10% to my church” as your primary beneficiary. That’s
because, if your spouse pre-deceases you, the entire asset goes to the surviving primary beneficiary
(the church), instead of going to your secondary beneficiaries (typically your children).
To address this concern, I moved some existing IRA money into a separate IRA account with its own
beneficiary designation. I named the church as the sole primary beneficiary. I specified my children
as secondary beneficiaries in case the church closes. It only took one phone call, and my financial
institution confirmed that it would eliminate the risk of a mix-up.
I hope you find this helpful, and please remember:
• Avoid bequeathing tax-free accounts (like ROTH IRAs) to charities, because it wastes the tax
benefit.
• Take the opportunity to review the beneficiaries on ALL your assets.
• Speak with a financial planner or your Financial Institution’s beneficiary expert before making
changes.
I’m not a lawyer or a financial planner, but if you do a little research, I think you’ll find that making
a Legacy Gift can be easier than you expected!
~ Jim Ritchey

The TriHarder Kids Triathlon is back on this year!
Volunteers are needed for registration and to
guide and cheer participants around the course.

Mark your calendar for
Thursday, July 8th.
We will gather around 5:00 in front of the
recreation o ce at Horseshoe Lake.
If interested in helping, contact Cindy Medici at
cjmedici@gmail.com.
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Mail 4 Merry Hear
Gree ng Card Ministry

Don’t forget Father’s Day!
Father’s Day, birthday, or any gree ng cards with messages of hope are welcomed.
Here’s how it works: Select or make a card(s). Label your card(s) envelope on the outside simply with “Pen
Pal”. On the reverse side indicate what type of card it is: Father’s Day, birthday, or general gree ng. Drop your
cards in the Mail 4 Merry Heart box located in Fellowship Hall (open Monday mornings, 9:30 -12 noon).
You may also mail your gree ng card labeled “Pen Pal” to either address: Merry Heart Assisted Living, 118 Main
St., Succasunna, NJ 07876 OR Merry Heart Nursing Home, 200 Route 10 West, Succasunna, NJ 07876.

Bingo Prizes for Merry Hear
Bingo is a really big deal for many of the residents at Merry Heart Senior Care. The
game is so popular that prizes for the winners are in short supply! Please consider
dona ng any of the following favorite prize items:
• New or gently used jewelry: beads, necklaces and bracelets are best
• New or gently used small stu ed animals, like beanie babies
• Bags of candy, individually wrapped pieces
Place your dona ons in the Bingo Prizes for Merry Heart box in Fellowship Hall. The Mission Commi ee will
take care of delivering them to Merry Heart.
Thank you! Ques ons? Contact Kathy Ritchey kritchey@optonline.net.

R O X B U RY S O C I A L S E RV I C E S
Give Milk and Eggs to Feed Hungry Families

Delivery Dates are June 2 and June 16
We will con nue to deliver 12 dozen eggs and 12 containers of milk twice a month to Roxbury Social Services
through the summer. Thank you to all who have so generously donated eggs and milk each week or sent in
monetary dona ons.
Our delivery dates this month are June 2 and June 16. Please be sure to drop o
your eggs and milk and leave in the Fellowship Hall kitchen refrigerator no later than
the Monday before we deliver. The kitchen door is open Monday mornings, 9:30 -12
noon. If you choose to make a dona on, please make checks out to FPC Succasunna
and indicate Roxbury Social Services in the memo.
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SUMMER CAMP

June 27 to July 1, 2021
Get creative! Care for our planet! Feed the
hungry! Practice hospitality! Have fun!
The Summer Mission Adventure ac vi es are designed to be appropriate for ages 12 and up. Each day
we will take on a local mission ac vity, gather together to share a meal and enjoy some fun and
fellowship!
Par cipa on is free! Registra on is required:

PRE-REGISTRATION: JUNE 1. FINAL REGISTRATION: JUNE 15.
Schedule to Date*
Sunday, June 27 - First Presbyterian Church - 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Worship and commissioning of volunteers.
Lunch and orienta on for par cipants. Finalize design and prep for mural pain ng.
Monday, June 28 - First Presbyterian Church – 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Work projects in and around the church.
Design and paint mural in the stairwell to day care entrance.
Tuesday, June 30 - Camp Johnsonburg Day - 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. – Morning: service work i.e. clean-up, groom
trails. A ernoon: lunch, boa ng and swimming.
Wednesday: June 31- Roxbury Social Services - 12:00 noon to 9:00 p.m. Morning: complete projects at church.
A ernoon: Drive-by food drive for Roxbury Social Services (1-4:00 p.m.) Evening: Worship, games, songs around
the camp re.
Thursday, July 1 - Table of Hope, Morristown - 11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. Morning: distribute food supplies from
food pantry. A ernoon: prepare and serve meal. Learn about the Spring Street Development Corpora on.

Want to register? Need to know more? Please contact Kathy Ritchey: kritchey@optonline.net or
Pastor Carie: pastorcarie25@gmail.com today!
* subject to change,

mes are approximate. There will be no overnights this year due to the pandemic. Current COVID restric ons will apply.

VBS Registration is NOW OPEN!
SUMC is excited to be able to hold our annual Vacation Bible School
this summer. We will be having an outdoor, sociallydistanced VBS program the week of 7/19 from 9:30am-12pm. The
theme is Knights of the North Castle.
To register your children or sign up to volunteer, please visit
our VBS website: https://2020.cokesburyvbs.com/SUMCNJ
Please contact Tami at education@sumcnj.org or Jen
at jantoncich@sumcnj.org if you have any questions.
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CHURCH FINANCES
(Continued from Page 1)

parents struggle for childcare due to virtual school and parents that cannot work from home.
Faith Kitchen:
Two meals prepared and served for a total of 160 bowls of chili plus fruit and snacks.
Blood Drive:
Fi y- ve units were collected at the March drive. This is the 15th year that our Deacons have sponsored
blood drives. Fresh homemade soup was also served.
Merry Heart:
A steady stream of cards have been given in support of our “Pen Pal” program with the residents of
Merry Heart: from Valen ne’s Day, to Happy Easter, and Happy Spring. We are bringing cheer to our
local community.
Soup Ministry:
A new ministry to keep us connected with homebound members or members that have recently been
hospitalized. Twenty- ve quarts of soup have been delivered to date.
Chris an Educa on:
• 14 Sundays of virtual and/or in-person Sunday School for our children. Connec ng to at least 7
families including at least 10 children and youth. (Jan-April)
• 14 gatherings of Bible Study conversa ons reaching at least 10 adults (Jan-April)
• 4 gatherings of Journey Women’s group
• 2 gatherings of Facing Racism conversa ons
Worship:
• 17 Sundays of Worship including both livestreaming and in-person gatherings
• Holy Week: Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunrise
• Worship Leadership: music director and pastor
• O ce assistant that helps create Powerpoint presenta ons in place of bulle ns, weekly mailings of the
worship service to members that do not have internet access
• Development of a chime choir
• Internet: post our worship service on the website, livestream on social media
Per Capita:
Thank you to everyone that has paid their 2021 per capita: $40 per con rmed member of the church.
To date, we have collected $3,166 of the $6,880 which we owe to Presbytery. The Presbytery is one of
our ministry partners and throughout this pandemic has provided much support and educa on to help
us navigate these stressful mes.
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The Mission Committee invites you to join us
in dismantling structural racism through a book
study.
Throughout the summer, we will read Me and White
Supremacy: Combat Racism, Change the World, and
Become a Good Ancestor by Layla Saad. This book
challenges its readers to "do the essential work of
unpacking your biases" and helps white people take
action to "dismantle the privilege within
themselves."
You may wish to purchase the accompanying Guided
Journal in which you can re ect on your 28-day
journey. It is not essential as it basically repeats the
journaling prompts and gives space for writing, but
it's a nice companion piece.
We will gather together in September as a group to
re ect on what we've learned. Contact Cindy Medici
(cjmedici@gmail.com) with questions.
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