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This gi keeps our presbytery up and running.

Each year, congregations contribute a gift to the greater church based on church
membership numbers. Here, at First Presbyterian Church of Succasunna, we
usually receive half of our per capita payment from our church members and the
other half has to come out of our budget or reserves.
As of the end of March, we have
received $2786 of the total
$6,880. That leaves $4,094 that
we will still need to submit the
Presbytery of the Highlands by
year’s end.
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AT THE OPEN DOOR

Pastor: Rev. Carie Morgan
Secretary: Janet Melvin

This year’s per capita is $40 per confirmed member. If you are able to make your
per capita contribution, we would greatly appreciate it. If you are not able to,
please contact Harry Gedicke and let him know. hlg13@optonline.net

Editor: Sandie DiDomenico

If you are not sure if you are still an active church member, you can reach out to
the church office for your current status. fpcsunna@optonline.net

E: fpcsunna@optonline.net

This gift keeps our presbytery up and running, which has been extremely
important during this pandemic as well as we become a new presbytery: The
Presbytery of the Highlands.

Church Office: 973-584-5238
Fax: 973-584-5140

Email June Open Door
submissions to:
FPCSOpenDoor@gmail.com
By May 19, 2021

ft

1

Women’s

LECTIONARY
May 2
5th Sunday of Easter
Acts 8:26-40 and Ps.
22:25-31;
1 John 4:7-21; John 15:1-8
May 9
6th Sunday of Easter
Acts 10:44-48 and Ps. 98;
1 John 5:1-6;
John 15:9-17

Ministry
Journey Group
The Journey Group will be meeting Monday, May 10th at 7pm
in the Chapel. We will be meeting in person in the Chapel as
well as Zoom.
We are continuing with the book: Fearless by Max Lucado.
Please RSVP to Linda Fleischer at l. eischer@yahoo.com if
you will be attending.

May 16
7th Sunday of Easter
Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 and
Ps. 1;
1 John 5:9-13; John
17:6-19
May 23
Day of Pentecost
Acts 2:1-21 or Ezek.
37:1-14 and Ps.
104:24-34, 35b; Rom.
8:22-27 or Acts 2:1-21;
John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15
May 30
Trinity Sunday
Isa. 6:1-8 and Ps. 29;
Rom. 8:12-17; John 3:1-17

A Ladies Night Out is way overdue!
All women of the church, let's meet
for dinner at The Barn on Monday,
June 14th at 6pm. We hope to sit
outside if the weather is nice.
Please RSVP to Linda Fleischer at l.fleischer@yahoo.com or text/
call to 973-271-2846 by June 10th so that I can make a
reservation.

NEEDED:
New Flower Coordinator
If you enjoy working with flowers,
please call Lynnda Schulte at
973-584-6352.

F a m i l y

P r o m i s e

Due to the pandemic, our involvement with Family Promise is very
di erent. There is currently a family with three children, a single male
and a single female. They are asking for Shop Rite Gifts cards to
prepare their own meals.
If you would like to donate a gift card, please leave it in the church o ce by Saturday, May 1st.
Thank you! Questions? Please call Linda Fleischer at 973-271-2846.
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PRAYERS & CONCERNS:
Georganne and Fred
June
Jim
Ellen
Christina
Jenny
Sheila
Edna
Ligija

Dolores and Dave
Nina
Joan
Nicole
Bernadette
Miss Lisa
Marie
Carole
Ally

Sue
Geraldine
Phyllis
Brian
Walter
Raymond
Linda
Stas
Perdomo-Benitez Family

Please pray for the families of:
Stevan Gonzales and Rich Zoschak.

SESSION SNIPPETS:
Action/Discussion Items:
• Approved: minutes of the February session meeting.
• Approved: minutes of the annual meeting of the congregation.
• Committee reports were received.
• Approved: sexual misconduct policy was reviewed and approved for 2021.
• Child protection policy – teachers will sign when we are back in person.
• Conversation was held as to when it’s appropriate to return to in-person church, Sunday school, committee
meetings, and other events. All agreed that after Pastor Carie returns from vacation would be appropriate.
• Approved: sunrise service at Horseshoe Lake, Sunday April 4th @6:30am.
• Approved: accept grants / gifts from the cemetery committee for repairs on the church.
• It was agreed that the cemetery committee can make other improvements to the cemetery
outbuildings, in addition to the immediate repairs needed.
• Finance Committee:
• Finance report was received.
• Counting will be either the 1st & 4th Sundays, or 1st, 3rd, 5th Sundays, depending
on # of Sundays in a month
• Deacons Report:
• Kim Gedicke will be the moderator for 2021.
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GOOD/FUNNY MEMORIES
OF OUR CHURCH AND CHURCH FAMILY?
Our church historian, Phyllis Guerrero, was reminiscing on
one of our Fellowship times after virtual church one Sunday.
She was remembering church members from years ago with fond memories and
laughter.
We felt it would be a nice idea to ask people for their memories. Perhaps we could put
together a “Remembrance” book or share some of the stories in our Open Door
newsletter.
You can e-mail them to me at: sueanderson14@verizon.net and put in subject line: FPC
Memory. Or you can mail them to the church, attention Sue Anderson or to my home:
14 Kenvil Ave., Succasunna, NJ 07876.
Talk to your friends, perhaps together you can remember some fun stories. We all can
use a laugh. Stay safe and healthy. Thank you, Sue Anderson

CHOIR UPDATE
On April 18, 2021, we returned to in-person services. As we
entered into 2021, our services con nued to be virtual and we
will con nue to o er this op on for those who do not feel
comfortable a ending in person. Our chime choir premiered at
this rst in-person service. This group was o to a good start,
with 9 members plus director (keeping us to the capacity of 10)
prac cing socially distanced in Fellowship Hall. In November, just
before we were supposed to play at a service, we had to shut
down again. In mid-March, we were able to resume rehearsing and met our goal of playing for the
return of in-person worship. Amy O’Halloran was the soloist, leading us in the hymns and singing with
the chime choir. This is a very enthusias c group, and we have had a lot of fun learning together. We
rehearse on Thursdays from 7:30-8:30. Please contact Jane Ru no if you are interested in joining us.
We have been fortunate to host a number of talented singers from the area to enhance our services
over the past year; if we have any “Home-grown” talent that would like to be a part of this, please
contact Jane Ru no.
The vocal choir will begin rehearsing again once we receive clearance to do so, most likely in
September. If we are allowed group singing before then, we could sing informally, just leading the
hymns and wai ng to work on anthems un l the fall. If you have ever thought about joining the choir,
this would be a good me. It has been more than a year since we rehearsed together, so it will be a
me of rebuilding. We will be spending me on basics and recrea ng a repertoire. The more
members we have, the more “freedom without guilt” it gives everyone to take a Sunday o for travel,
etc.
For more informa on about becoming a part of our music program, including youth choir, please
contact Jane at jru no@optonline.net or 973-727-8397.
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DO YOU HAVE ANY

Mail 4 Merry Hear
Gree ng Card Ministry

Don’t forget Mother’s Day!
Mother’s Day, birthday, or any gree ng cards with messages of hope are welcomed.
Here’s how it works: Select or make a card(s). Label your card(s) envelope on the outside simply with “Pen
Pal”. Drop your cards in the Mail 4 Merry Heart box located in Fellowship Hall (open Monday mornings, 9:30 -12
noon).
You may also mail your gree ng card labeled “Pen Pal” to either address: Merry Heart Assisted Living, 118 Main
St., Succasunna, NJ 07876 OR Merry Heart Nursing Home, 200 Route 10 West, Succasunna, NJ 07876.

Bingo Prizes for Merry Hear
Bingo is a really big deal for many of the residents at Merry Heart Senior Care. The
game is so popular that prizes for the winners are in short supply! Please consider
dona ng any of the following favorite prize items:
• New or gently used jewelry: beads, necklaces and bracelets are best
• New or gently used small stu ed animals, like beanie babies
• Bags of candy, individually wrapped pieces
Place your dona ons in the Bingo Prizes for Merry Heart box in Fellowship Hall. The Mission Commi ee will
take care of delivering them to Merry Heart.
Thank you! Ques ons? Contact Kathy Ritchey kritchey@optonline.net.

R O X B U RY S O C I A L S E RV I C E S
Give Milk and Eggs to Feed Hungry Families

Delivery Dates are May 5 and 19
We con nue to deliver 12 dozen eggs and 12 containers of milk twice a month to Roxbury Social Services.
That’s 288 eggs a month and 24 half gallons of milk! In lieu of acquiring hens and a cow, we need your
dona ons of milk, eggs or monetary dona ons to supplement our mission outreach.
(Please make checks out to FPC Succasunna and indicate Roxbury Social Services in
memo.)
Our delivery dates this month are May 5 and 19. Please be sure to drop o your eggs
and milk and leave in the Fellowship Hall kitchen refrigerator no later than the
Monday before we deliver. The kitchen door is open Monday mornings, 9:30 -12pm.

tt

ff

t


ti

t


ti

ff

ti

ti

ti

ti

ti

ti

ti

5

SUMMER CAMP

June 27 to
July 1, 2021
Summer Mission Adventure

We are very hopeful about being able to gather again and are moving forward with plans for our Stayca on
Summer Mission Adventure on Adventure!
Here’s what we have so far:
• Get crea ve! Design and create a mural in the stairwell entrance to Roxbury Day Care.
• Care for our planet! Plant trees and a end to church gardens, like repairing the wooden arbor in the
Biblical garden. Art project with recycled materials in the works.
• Feed the hungry! Host another Drive-by Food Drive for Roxbury Social Services. Volunteer for
America’s Grow-a-Row harves ng crops.
• Prac ce hospitality! Host an event (live or virtual) for residents at Merry Heart.
• Have fun and fellowship! Gather for outdoor worship and spend an evening around a re pit.
Each day, we’ll gather together for a meal and fellowship. There will be no overnights this year due to the
pandemic. The Stayca on Mission Adventure is an inter-genera onal event with ac vi es designed to be
appropriate for ages 12 and up. Registra on is required and par cipa on is free!
Want to know more? Please contact Kathy Ritchey: kritchey@optonline.net or Pastor Carie:
pastorcarie25@gmail.com today!

VBS Registration is NOW OPEN!
SUMC is excited to be able to hold our annual Vacation Bible School
this summer. We will be having an outdoor, sociallydistanced VBS program the week of 7/19 from 9:30am-12pm. The
theme is Knights of the North Castle.
To register your children or sign up to volunteer, please visit
our VBS website: https://2020.cokesburyvbs.com/SUMCNJ
Please contact Tami at education@sumcnj.org or Jen
at jantoncich@sumcnj.org if you have any questions.
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The National Day of Prayer is an annual observance held on the first
Thursday of May, inviting people of all faiths to pray for the nation.
You are invited to join the Roxbury Clergy Council and greater
community to pray for our neighborhoods, the nation and our world at
this event.
Held rain or shine.
Questions? Contact Rev. Carie Morgan at Pastorcarie25@gmail.com
When:

Thursday: May 6, 2021 at 7pm

Where:

Horseshoe Lake Pavilion
72 Eyland Avenue
Succasunna NJ

INDOOR

We are returning to
indoor worship.

Worship
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

Temperature checks will be done as people enter the church building
All congregants must enter through the sanctuary doors in the front of the building: Main Street
A volunteer will take temperatures
A second volunteer will take a endance
A third volunteer will monitor congregants to remain compliant during worship.
If we have issues with congregants not remaining compliant during indoor worship, we will have to
return to virtual worship only.
No sharing of microphones
Communion – bring your own bread – juice cups can be set up ahead of me and placed in the pews.
No congrega onal singing
For indoor worship, pews will be marked 6’ away to provide guidance on where people can sit as
single/couple or family units
Sea ng capacity is between 30-48 depending on family unit sizes
“No Touch” alterna ves for passing the peace, collec ng the o ering and other liturgical rituals – we
will con nue to o er online o ering
Paper bulle ns will not be used, nor will Bibles and hymnals during this me. Bulle ns will be emailed
ahead of me to allow for prin ng or saving to phone/tablet, etc.
Fellowship me is not permi ed during this stage- either indoors or outdoors
Funerals should follow state rules
Bap sms – will be case by case basis
We will survey parents for their opinion on Sunday School – virtual or in-person. Our CE Com. Classes
will be in Fellowship Hall where we can spread out.
Virtual Worship – Will con nue to be shared online for those who are unable to a end in person.
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2021 Graduates:
If you’re graduating from 8th grade, high
school, college or graduate school, please
let the church office know by June 1st.
Please share any additional information
about your future plans. Just call the
church office at 973-584-5238 or email
Janet at fpcsunna@optonline.net.

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

First
Presbyterian
Church
99 Main Street
Succasunna, NJ 07876

Time Dated Material
Published Monthly
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Requested
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