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THE OPEN DOOR
ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
You Shall Be Called Repairers of the Breach – Isaiah 58
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AT THE OPEN DOOR

Our gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) help improve the lives of people in these challenging
times. Listen and reflect on the OGHS programs we help support during the Minute for Mission on
Sundays in Lent. Or take a moment to learn more about OGHS at work by visiting https://
specialo erings.pcusa.org/o ering/oghs/.
We will receive the o ering on Palm Sunday, March 28, but your gift is welcome at any time. Please
consider increasing your gift to this year’s o ering — you’ll see how giving opens your heart to
God’s work in your own life. Last year our congregation exceeded our goal and gave $1,705 to OGHS,
this year our goal is $1,800. If we all do a little, it adds up to a lot!
One Great Hour of Sharing provides a way for us to come together as a community of Christians
alongside congregations and denominations all over the world, to share God’s love with our
brothers and sisters who are most in need. It is the single, largest way that Presbyterians can work
together for a better world. Please give prayerfully and generously!
Fish banks will be distributed to the Sunday School with their Season
of Lent kits. You may also pick –up your fish bank and giving calendar
in the church o ice. (Continued on Page 4)
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DONATE BLOOD AT FPCS
LECTIONARY

Sunday, March 7th 9am-3pm

March 7
3rd Sunday in Lent
Ex. 10:1-17 and Ps. 19: 1
Cor. 1:18-25;
John 2:13-22

To schedule an appointment, visit nybc.org/njdrive
Sponsor Code: 60185
Or call/text Amanda: 908-380-9265

March 14
4th Sunday in Lent
Num. 21:4-9 and Ps.
107:1-3, 17-22;
1 Eph. 2:1-10; John
3:14-21

Appointments preferred, walk-ins welcome if drive capacity
permits. Donors must wear a mask or face covering and will
have temperature taken. Must be 14 days symptom-free if
recovered from COVID-19. We do not test for COVID-19. Do
not donate if tested positive or experienced symptoms in the
last 14 days.

March 21
5th Sunday in Lent
Jer. 31:31-34 and Ps.
51:1-12 or
Ps.119:9-16; Heb. 5:5-10;
John 12:20-33
March 28
Palm/Passion Sunday
(Holy Week begins)
Palms: Mark 11:1-11 or
John 12:2-16
and Ps.118: 1-2, 19-29;
Passion: Isa. 50:4-9a
and Ps. 31:9-16; Phil.
2:5-11; Mark 4:1-15:47
or Mark 15:1-39 (40-47)

Women’s

Ministry
Journey Circle
We will be meeting via Zoom on March 8th at 7pm. We are
studying the book "Fearless" by Max Lucado. He states that
"Fear may ll our world, but it doesn't have to ll our hearts."
We are living in times where this may be hard to do so please
join us as we navigate this road together! Please contact Linda
Fleischer at l. eischer@yahoo.com if you are interested.

PBS Special:
The Black Church
The Mission Committee would like to encourage people to view a series on PBS called: The
Black Church, which can be found at: https://www.pbs.org/.
If you are interested in being a part of a virtual conversation about this series on Wednesday,
March 24 at 7:00pm, please email Carie at pastorcarie25@gmail.com.
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PRAYERS & CONCERNS:
Georganne and Fred
Stevan
Phyllis
Geraldine
Kim
Pat
Clara
Marilyn
Chris
Bernadette

Dolores and Dave
June
Jim
Nina
Larry
Mauve
Keith
Christina
Gerry
Carole

Sue
Joan
Ellen
Nicole
Gail
Bruce
Lisa
Omi
Bob
Brian

Please pray for the families of:
Cory Underhill, Martha Eadie, Gary Sweeney, Pat Sapio, and Nicholas DeScetto.

SESSION SNIPPETS:
From the February Session meeting:
Action/Discussion Items:
• Approved Minutes of the Jan. session meeting
• Approved the Statistical Report
• Communion – 1st Sunday of the month and Maundy Thursday – Virtual
• Approved special offerings: OGHS, Peacemaking, Christmas Joy
• Approved the use of the special music fund for soloists
• Approved the use of the building by DBSA on Monday nights
• Approved the use of the building by the Girls Scouts – Sunday nights 6-7:30
• Approved the purchase of a camera for livestreaming the worship service

Session is in need of someone that is willing to oversee various tasks related to the church building
such as: coordinating with various inspections: fire and sprinkler; coordinating the thermostats in
the church building, which can be done remotely through an app; Being available for issues related
to the furnace and plumbing. Please contact Pastor Carie if you would be willing to oversee one or
all of these responsibilities.
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DEACONS
DOINGS

T

he ongoing Covid pandemic continues to challenge all of us in a variety of
ways. One local charitable organization that has experienced a significant
increase in demand over the past year is Family Promise of Morris County. In
normal times, the agency provides shelter to those experiencing homelessness. With
many restrictions/limitations currently in place for temporary housing, you can
imagine how the needs of the agency have increased. As such, the Deacons recently
contributed $500.00 in Shop Rite Gift Cards that the agency can distribute to those
families with the greatest need.

The Deacons also recently received a thank you note from Faith Kitchen: "Thank you so much for your very generous
donation of $600 in December to Faith Kitchen...We currently serve 70-100 people daily. It is only through donations
of food and monetary contributions that we can feed as many people as we do. Each year we serve approximately 30,000
meals to those in need...Thank you so much for your kindness.”
Can we have a Three-Peat? The March 7th blood drive at the church is fast approaching. If we can collect 62 or more units
of blood, it will be another record setter. In fact, it will be the third consecutive largest blood drive! To schedule an
appointment for donation, visit www.nybc.org/njdrive . The sponsor code is 60185.
NOTE: A veritable smorgasbord of hot soups will be offered to all blood donors!
Dave Fleischer
Deacon

Continued from Page 1:
PRESBYTERIAN DISASTER ASSISTANCE (PDA): Works alongside communities as they recover and find hope after the devastation of
natural or human-caused disasters. Provides support for refugees.
PRESBYTERIAN HUNGER PROGRAM (PHP): Takes action to alleviate hunger, care for creation, and the systemic causes of poverty, so all
may be fed.
SELF-DEVELOPMENT OF PEOPLE (SDOP): Invests in communities by responding to their experiences of oppression, poverty and
injustice. Educates Presbyterians about the impact of these issues.
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Gree ng Card Ministry

Send a Wee Bit of Luck to a Merry Heart Pen Pal!
Why not send a card lled with the Irish blessings to a resident at Merry Heart? Any cards lled with messages of
hope and care would be most appreciated!
Here’s how it works: • Select or make a card(s). Label your card (s) envelope on the outside simply with “Pen Pal” •
Drop your cards in the Gree ng Card Ministry mailbox located in Fellowship Hall (open Monday mornings, 9:30 -12
noon) on or before March 17.
You may also mail your gree ng card labeled “Pen Pal” to this address: Merry Heart Assisted Living Merry Heart
Nursing Home: 118 Main St. 200 Route 10 West Succasunna, NJ 07876

R O X B U RY S O C I A L S E RV I C E S
Give Easter Eggs to Feed Hungry Families

Give-up the chocolate eggs and give to Roxbury Social Service
We continue to deliver 12 dozen eggs and containers of milk twice a month to Roxbury Social Services. That’s
an average of 288 eggs a month! In lieu of acquiring a few hens, we need your donations of eggs or monetary
donations to supplement our mission outreach. (Please make checks out to FPC Succasunna and indicate
Roxbury Social Services in memo.) Anyway, who really needs more chocolate and more calories?
Our March delivery dates for eggs and milk are
• Wednesday 3/10
• Wednesday 3/24

SOUP MINISTRY
Our church has started a Soup Ministry for those in our congregation that
may be homebound or ill. This past month we had six soup makers that
made over 16 quarts of soup. There were seven recipients of the delicious
home made soups.
We hope to do this monthly. If you are interested in making soup, helping to
deliver the soup or know someone who needs soup please let us know!
Contact Linda Fleischer at 973-271-2846 or Pastor Carie at 973-584-5238.
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Mail 4 Merry Hear

A new thing is happening in NJ –

O

ver the past two years, the seven presbyteries of New Jersey have been in conversa on as to how
to redesign ourselves and consolidate resources in order to strengthen ourselves for a stronger
tomorrow. During this me of transi on, we have been referring to these four new presbyteries
as: The Presbytery of the Northeast, the Northwest, Central, and Southern Presbytery.
What does this mean for us? Really, not too much. Our Presbytery o ce will s ll be located in Randolph,
and our Presbytery leader will s ll be Rev. Jeanne Radick. What it does mean is that twenty-three
congrega ons will be joining us in ministry as we seek to be faithful disciples in this region of New Jersey.
It will also mean a new name which will be shared soon. All of this will be o cial as of March 1st.
“Northwest” Presbytery - The geographic region of the current Newton Presbytery will be combined with
the congrega ons of Pompton Valley in Morris County, and West Milford, Ringwood, Bloomingdale,
Wanaque and Pompton Lakes in Passaic County of the current Palisades Presbytery, all of the
congrega ons in the geographic region of Hunterdon and Somerset Coun es of the current Elizabeth
Presbytery, and all of the congrega ons in the geographic region of Hunterdon and Somerset Coun es,
except for the unincorporated community of Kingston, of the current Presbytery of New Brunswick to
form a new “Northwest” Presbytery. The resultant bounds of the new “Northwest” Presbytery will consist
of all the churches and teaching elders located in Hunterdon, Morris, Sussex, Warren and Somerset
Coun es in New Jersey, and the towns of West Milford, Ringwood, Bloomingdale, Wanaque and Pompton
Lakes in Passaic County, New Jersey. The congrega ons and their proper es in the current presbyteries
will be combined to the new presbytery.

T

o learn more, you can go to the Newton Presbytery website:
h ps://newtonpresbytery.org/2020/12/10/northwest-new-jersey-presbytery-resources-andinforma on/
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Church Leadership for 2021:
Clerk of Session:

Dana Haughey

President of the Corporation:

Linda Fleischer

Treasurer:

Jim Ritchey

Moderator of Deacons:

Kim Gedicke

Co Moderator:

Jill Sanguiliano

Deacon Treasurer:

David Fleischer

Cemetery Treasurer:

Linda Smith

Matthew 25:
As a Ma hew 25 congrega on, we will be spending the Season of Lent
examining what it means to Build Congrega onal Vitality. The PC(USA)
O ce of Vital Congrega ons have developed Seven Marks for a Vital
Congrega on. In February, I began a sermon series on these Seven Marks
with Evangelism and Caring for One Another. On the First Sunday of Lent,
as Jesus enters the Wilderness for forty days of fas ng, we examined the
mark of taking an Outward Focus.
The other marks are: Discipleship, Empowering Leadership, Spirit lled
Worship, and Healthy Systems.
The goal of living into these seven marks is to create a healthy
congrega on that addresses all areas of ministry from the church building,
to its nances, to its spiritual care of each other, to the ministry it is called
to do out in the world.
During this pandemic, the marks of Caring for Each Other and taking an
Outward Focus stance on ministry are essen al. We need to be crea ve in
the ways we stay connected to each other as well as ensuring that the
resources we have been blessed with are being used to help meet the
needs of the greater community during this challenging me.
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Souper Bowl of Caring 2021
Best Souper Bowl Ever! Despite the snowstorm just days before, the sun
shone brightly on February 6 for our rst-ever drive-up community food
drive. Together we raised $303 for the Faith Kitchen and collected 1,035 food
and non-perishables for Roxbury Social Services. Many thanks to our Souper
Bowl team, pictured here, and all the generous donors including Roxbury
High School’s Interact club, for their support! We joined 839 groups who raised $2,465,983 to ght
hunger in the US.
Check out the ar cle in the Lake Hopatcong news, click here.
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