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T

his summer, one of our stories for Vacation Bible School was that
of Jesus walking on the water. As the story begins, Jesus sends his
disciples ahead of him, in a boat, while he goes off by himself to
pray. While in the boat, a storm comes upon the disciples and they grow
fearful that they will die. In their fear, they look out into the storm and see
an image moving towards them. They grow even more fearful, thinking it
is a ghost, only to learn that it is Jesus, coming towards them. Peter, unable
to contain himself, decides that he can’t wait for Jesus to reach the boat,
and climbs overboard with confidence
that he can also walk on water. He
begins, one step, two steps, eyes on
Jesus, when perhaps a sudden gust of
the storm causes him to waver. He
loses his focus on Jesus, distracted by
the storm, and begins to sink. Jesus
reaches down, hand grabbing hand, and
pulls Peter to safety.

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

Lectionary, etc. .. ............2
Prayer Concerns, etc. ......3
Offerings & Music...........4
Upcoming Events ............5
Opportunities to Give ......6
Help During Pandemic ....7
Page 1 Continued ...........8

AT THE OPEN DOOR

Pastor: Rev. Carie Morgan
Secretary: Janet Melvin
Editor: Sandie DiDomenico

As I told this story to the children, I was
reminded that in our sanctuary, we have
a stained glass window illustrating this
story. Perhaps, when the window was
chosen and dedicated, there was a
specific reason in mind for choosing
this particular story. I’d like to learn
the history to this window, because I
find for this moment in time, I am very
grateful that it (continued on page 8)
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LECTIONARY
September 6

14th Sunday after
Pentecost
Exod. 12:1-14; Ps. 149;
Rom. 13:8-14;
Matt. 18:15-20

WORSHIP DURING COVID
September Worship will continue outdoors,
weather permitting, Sundays at 10:00am.
Please bring your own chair and mask.

September 13

15th Sunday after
Pentecost
Exod. 14:19-31; Ps. 114 or
Exod. 15:1b-11,
20-21; Rom. 14:1-12; Matt.
18:21-35

September 20

16th Sunday after
Pentecost
Exod. 16:2-15; Ps. 105;
1-6, 37-45;
Phil. 1:21-30; Matt. 20:1-16

September 27

17th Sunday after
Pentecost
Exod. 17:1-7; Ps. 78:1-4,
12-16;
Phil. 2:1-13; Matt. 21:23-32

Pe ac e m a k i ng
Building God’s Household of Peace
May the God of peace . . . give you peace at all times in all
ways. — 2 Thessalonians 3:16
Congregations of many denominations, including our
own, extend the peace of Christ with
a blessing during their service. “The
peace of Christ be with you (and
also with you).” It is a blessing
offered and a blessing returned in
kind.
The peace of Christ is part of what
our faith offers to us. Extending the peace of Christ is
part of an active, engaged faith—a witness to what it
means for us to be building the household of God.

Women’s

Journey
Circle

We will begin meeting again on Tuesday, September 8th at 7pm in Fellowship Hall. We will be following
all safety and health guidelines. It will be a time of fellowship and selecting the study for the year. Hope
to see you there!
Please RSVP Linda via email l.fleischer@yahoo.com or text to cell# 973-371-2846.
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PRAYERS & CONCERNS:
Georganne and Fred Pisorchik
Dolores and Dave Kiminkinen
June Teates
Walter McConnell
Steven H.
Elisa
Carol Norton
Robert
Ginny Branchfield
Connie
Frank

Sue Buldiger
Stevan Gonzales
Geraldine Underhill
Elaine Bearley
Alex C.
Mary Acken
Jennifer
Bernadette
Charles Goldstein
Betty
Nicole

Eva Roman
Reggie
Carole Rose
April
Carolyn
Virginia
Lauren and baby Mia

Please pray for the families of:
Please pray for the Kildea Family on the loss of their son.

BUILDING UPDATES
A lot has been happening in and around the church even though we have not been in the building.
The Basement Floors were cleaned and rewaxed, the basement wall in the yellow room was repainted
due to some water damage, and two basement windows were replaced due to cracks that happened
years ago. The youth helped clean and reorganize the craft and storage closets in the yellow room and
painted the outside wall down into the basement and we hope to paint a new mural on it in the near
future.
Roxbury Day Care has moved their supplies into the basement classrooms and plans to be a full day
program when school opens. They will be installing a phone and wifi for the basement space as well.
Building and environmental inspections have been on-going as well.
Outside: the church parking lot should be milled and paved prior to Sept. 1. The August 17th date
was postponed due to the tropical storm. The Cemetery Committee has been hard at work with
designing some new signs, such as enter only, exit only, and two signs for the cemetery saying:
Presbyterian Church Cemetery. Unfortunately, the tropical storm destroyed the roof on the cemetery
building that is in the back of the parking lot. An insurance claim has been made and a new roof will
be installed shortly. A few dying trees will also be removed from the cemetery grounds.
Sanctuary: We are in the midst of receiving estimates to place one flat screen TV monitor on the wall
near the organ. This will be beneficial once we resume indoor worship since we not be able to use
bulletins or hymnals until there is a vaccine. Wifi has also been added to the sanctuary, allowing us to
live stream the Sundays we have not been able to worship together outside.
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I

n God’s house, there are people of every background. In God’s house, there are people of every race, age and
gender. In God’s house, people who are different from each other in almost every way live together and seek ways
to bring about Christ’s peace in every part of our lives. We speak out and claim the truth in Second Thessalonians,
“May the God of peace himself give you peace at all times in all ways.” In our church gatherings, we practice offering
Christ’s peace, trusting that the blessing offered will also be returned.
As we share Christ’s peace with one another, we are also reminded that God’s
peace is active, not passive. Peace is doing, not waiting. This year as we build
God’s household of peace, we invite you to participate in a conversation on
Facing Racism: A Vision of the Intercultural Community, which will begin in
October. (See related information and details in this and the October issue of the
Open Door.)
On World Communion Sunday, October 4th, we will receive the Peace and
Global Witness Offering and celebrate that Christ’s peace extends throughout all
creation. We celebrate that we are all together at the table, in God’s house.
One way our church is extending Christ’s peace throughout our community is by giving 25% of the gifts received
from the offering to build God’s house through the ministry of Camp Johnsonburg. Twenty-five% will support
regional efforts in our mid councils, and 50% will go the Presbyterian Mission Agency for its ministries of education
and partnership with active peacemakers all around the world.

MUSIC DURING THE PANDEMIC
Worship sure has been very different than any of us
have seen in our lifetimes, whether you are old, young
or somewhere in between. God has given us the
brilliant minds to create the technology that we can use
to stay somewhat together.
This fall, because of health concerns, we cannot have
singing choirs, which is a disappointment. However, in addition to the handbells, we have 4 octaves of
tone chimes, that were donated many years ago in memory of Mrs. Kuelling, given by her son. The chimes
are lighter than the handbells, and the sizes range from very large for the low notes to very small for the
highest notes. They are easier on the wrists and arms than the bells, as well. Therefore, they can be
played by people of varying sizes and physical abilities.
We can also spread out in Fellowship Hall to practice (with no extended air transmission, as happens with
singing). Devin McGuire, who sang here in the summer, directs a chime choir at his middle school where he
teaches. He has agreed to come in and do a workshop to get us started.

~ Jane Rufino

4

SHOPRITE GIFT
CARDS

Facing Racism: A Vision of the Intercultural
Community
Shoprite card sales
have held up well
during the current
crisis. The faithful
repetitive users are still
buying.
We can always use
more participants and
could easily double the
income from this
painless fund raiser. So
far this year we have
earned in excess of
$1100.00.

Starting in September, we will be offering a six week conversation
on: Facing Racism. As a Matthew 25 congregation, we are
connected to various resources, one of which is a six week study
guide. The study guide is available on-line at:
https://facing-racism.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/
facing_racism/facing-racism-study-guide.pdf
Whether church members would like to participate in the group or
study on their own, we invite them to look over this resource.
More information will be coming as to day and time This study will be a part of our Peace Making work as we enter into
the season of Peacemaking - with the Peacemaking Special Offering
being Oct 4th, World Communion Sunday.

A contactless system to
transfer checks and
cards has been
established for those
who want it.

FPCS PHOTO
DIRECTORY 2021

Call Dick Schulte
973-584-6352 to
make arrangements.
I have often said that
this is not free money,
but it is as close as we
will ever come to it!

……..

Mark Your Calendar!
Next spring we hope to have a new church photo directory created.
Save the date on your calendar, we have the following dates reserved
for this event:
Thursday, May 20th - Saturday, May 22nd, 2021
• Weekdays 2pm-9pm
• Saturday 10am-5pm
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Get your creative juices flowing!
We are painting rocks with messages of hope to be placed at Morris Habitat
build sites to inspire the homeowners and volunteers. Some of you may recall
doing this a couple of years ago for our Peacemaking activity.
Can’t find a rock worth painting? Take a rock, leave a rock - a container will be
placed outside the front door (to the Chapel) with “paintable” rocks and/or you
can leave your completed rock for Morris Habitat. To learn more about the
MHfH program, visit: https://www.morrishabitat.org/.

Mail 4 Merry Heart
Greeting Card Ministry
The residents and staﬀ at Merry Heart are very grateful for the lovely and crea7ve
cards they’ve received in the past few months. Thank you, thank you to everyone
who’s joined in this ministry! We will con7nue to send the cards through September.
Here’s how it works:
• Select or make a card(s). Label your card(s)’ envelope on the outside simply with “Pen Pal”, and drop your cards
in the Gree7ng Card Ministry mailbox located in Fellowship Hall (open Monday mornings, 9:30 -12 noon)
• You may also mail your card labeled “Pen Pal” to this address: Merry Heart Assisted Living Merry Heart Nursing
Home: 118 Main St. 200 Route 10 West Succasunna, NJ 07876.
Ques7ons? Please Contact Kathy Ritchey kritchey@optonline.net.

R O X B U RY S O C I A L S E RV I C E S
Milk & Eggs

Food Pantry Needs

We’re still delivering milk and eggs to Roxbury
Social Services. When you are grocery shopping,
please pick up an extra dozen eggs or half gallon of
milk and leave it in the church refrigerator on
Sunday, 9/6 or Monday 9/21 between 9:30 am and
12:00 noon. Members of the Mission Committee
will deliver your donations on the Wednesday of that
week.

Apple juice (or other juice)
Cooking oil
Brown rice
Ketchup, Mayo
Black beans
Paper Towels
Cleaning products
Jello cups
Beefaroni
Apple sauce cups

Donations towards the purchase of milk and eggs
can be made to FPC Succasunna and adding to the
memo on you check: Roxbury Social Services.
Thank you!
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LOOKING FOR WAYS TO HELP DURING THIS PANDEMIC?
Our Non-Profit Community Needs You Now More Than Ever
The following is a list of the non-profit organizations that the Mission Committee in our church supports
on a regular basis. With the COVID19 Pandemic their needs are even greater. We ask that you
prayerfully consider a donation to assist them in helping families. No amount is too small. You may
donate directly to them through their websites, or simply mail your check directly to them.
Please consider having your donation matched by the Matching Gift program your company may offer.
For more information, check with your Human Resources department or your company’s website.
Faith Kitchen
123 East Blackwell St.
Dover, NJ 07801
Attn: Joanne Bleecker
http://www.faithkitchendover.org/
*Faith Kitchen provides lunches Monday thru Friday to those in need.
Family Promise of Morris County
PO Box 1494
Morristown, NJ 07962
*This is the homeless program that our church supports by providing a meal and hosting at Ledgewood
Baptist Church two times a year. They are currently housing homeless families in hotels and need help
with covering this cost.
https://familypromise.org/
Homeless Solutions
3 Wing Dr. Suite 245
Cedar Knolls, NJ 07927
*This organization offers an on-site shelter as well as well as services and supportive housing to
homeless families and the working poor in Morris County. They have a wish list on their website.
https://homelesssolutions.org/
Morris Habitat for Humanity
*This organization builds homes and provides affordable homeownership for lower income families.
They are in need of donations to sustain their programs. They are also partnering with the Interfaith
Food Pantry to raise money to provide food for struggling families.
Morris Habitat for Humanity
247 South Salem Street
Randolph, NJ 07869
https://www.morrishabitat.org/
Presbyterian Church USA
PO Box 643700
Pittsburg, PA 15264
Attn: Presbyterian Disaster Relief
*They recently donated 2.7 Million Dollars to support the COVID19 emergency response both in the US
and internationally. Note that your donation or One Great Hour of Sharing offering helps with
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance.
Have questions or need more information? Please contact Linda Fleisher lfleischer@yahoo.com or Kathy
Ritchey kritchey@optonline.net
Please be sure to check our Facebook page for updates on the needs in our community.
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“A Window of Hope”
(continued from page 1)

was chosen and designed and dedicated to our sanctuary. Storms come
into our lives in various ways, they can be in the form of loss of a job,
health issues, the death of a loved one, broken dreams, divorce,
addiction, natural disasters and as we are seeing for the past six months,
a world-wide pandemic.
How do we approach storms in our lives? How do we work our
way through them? And how do we get to the other side? This stained
glass window reminds me that in the storms of life, Jesus comes towards
us, he does not leave us alone to fight by ourselves. And Peter reminds
me that as soon as we lose our focus on God, as soon as we allow the
storm to distract us away from our faith, from our trust in God, we can
all too quickly find ourselves overcome. But the hand of God reaches
down to us, even in moments when we feel the storm has won. Our God
is the God of hope, so as we continue to journey through this storm, let
us not be distracted from our faith and our trust that God is with us.

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

First
Presbyterian
Church
99 Main Street
Succasunna, NJ 07876
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